Fatal pulmonary haemorrhage during anaesthesia for bronchial artery embolization in cystic fibrosis.
Three children with cystic fibrosis (CF) had significant pulmonary haemorrhage during anaesthetic induction prior to bronchial artery embolization (BAE). Haemorrhage was associated with rapid clinical deterioration and subsequent early death. We believe that the stresses associated with intermittent positive pressure ventilation (IPPV) were the most likely precipitant to rebleeding and that the inability to clear blood through coughing was also an important factor leading to deterioration. Intermittent positive pressure ventilation should be avoided when possible in children with CF with recent significant pulmonary haemorrhage.